INTRODUCTION
• Agenda 21
A blueprint on how to make development socially, economically and environmentally sustainable.
Suggests This Act is the forerunner of a developing move to greater involvement by environmental agencies in the management of renewable resources. The consequences of this act are that all Commonwealth fisheries are subject to a strategic assessment and those that export product must be ecologically sustainable these fisheries are assessed against published guidelines, effectively providing a form of third party auditing of fisheries management for each fishery.
AUSTRALIAN PRODUCTION AND STATUS
The value of Australia production has shown a growth of 50% over the past decade, increasing from A$966m in 1989-90 to over A$1799.6m in 1999-00 (Fig. 1) . Production in terms of volume however has only increased from 187 000 tonnes to 220 000 tonnes for the same period. The increased value of production reflects the depreciation of the Australian dollar against its primary export markets and value adding processes adopted over this period. Management, the MBA programme enables the participant to specialise in their area of interest whilst requiring them to undertake core units that will develop knowledge and skills in the core MBA areas. participants can choose to either enroll directly in an MBA and pursue topics of interest or follow a path of specialisation by commencing with the Graduate Certificate programme and working through to the MBA (Fig. 2) The Enabling Environment for Professional Development Managers or prospective managers wishing to pursue further professional development are often already overworked and over committed. The difficulties faced by potential participants in the MBA programme is not primarily an academic one, rather, they revolve around priority setting and time management. Participants are unlikely to be able to attend residential programmes, and they require flexibility in all aspects of delivery from enrolment right through to assessment requirements. Any distance education programme, be it on-line or distance, needs to be able to maintain motivation through the provision of contemporary, relevant and interesting material and enable participants to make significant progress towards their professional development goals. The MBA programme achieves this by offering three semesters per year with wide and diverse elective units. These units include one week intensive short courses in topics of high contemporary interest such as Ecosystem Effects of Fishing, Fisheries Surveillance and Compliance etc. This enables participants to gain four units per year or a postgraduate certificate in 12 months whilst working full-time. The added advantage of the short courses is that it establishes participant networks and enables us to include team exercises in the distance material. The team exercises/activities provide peer pressure which is a significant motivator, similarly the networks allow the development of a virtual mutual support network.
DISCUSSION
Marine resources are a mosaic of "rights" (property rights, fishing rights, mining rights, use rights etc) and values (aesthetics, the outdoor experience, the quality of the environment etc), and usually involve common property resources. As a result almost any significant development of the coastal or offshore zone, be it for, mining, tourism, harbours, fishing, aquaculture, the coastal sprawl etc. is likely to infringe on the rights and values of others and lead to conflicts. Sustainability is the guiding principle for renewable resource management, and fisheries managers need to manage fisheries with a view to achieving the commercial, ecological and cultural sustainability of their fishery. Such tasks require managers to possess high order attributes in leadership, management and conflict management and these are attributes that need to be learnt and developed. Educational Programmes such as those provided by the AMC focus on providing such development opportunities for up and coming and existing managers, and further information can be obtained on the AMC web site: www.gsmrm.amc.edu.au
